Instructions for Texas Child’s Name Change

There are at least two forms to be filed.

Step 1: Complete and Notarize the Original Joint Petition For Child’s Name Change. The
petition must be signed by both of the child’s parents, and any other person who
has been given legal rights to your child in a court order. Everyone’s signature
must be notarized. Texas Family Code, Section 45.002. If you are not filing a

Joint Petition then the other parent must still be informed and consent to the name
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Step 3:
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Change Certificate to change er birth certificate and
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Step 4: Give the Waiver of Citation to the other party along with the copy of the Petition

that has been stamped “filed” by the District Clerk and the Order Setting Hearing
Date. A copy of the filed Petition, Order Setting Hearing Date, and Waiver of
Citation must be delivered to all parties having a legal interest in the child. This

constitutes service of process, rather than having the other party served by a



